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Thank you to those who joined us for our annual AGM p.m. OHFA would like to thank again our 
excellent presenters, Rosemary Sadlier and Brooke Campbell. They kindly shared insight into 
criFcal issues and suggested excellent resources. We appreciate their Fme and wisdom. 
 
This November newsleJer highlights Canada’s History new program, OurStoriesOurVoices.   
 
OHFA is here to provide support for you and welcomes your questions and input into our plans 
for the fairs program. We value your suggestions and ideas regarding the ways in which we 
can better promote awareness and understanding of our history and heritage in Ontario.  
 
Please share this NewsleJer with your colleagues and inform them that they can be added to 
our NewsleJer List with a request at help@ohfa.ca.  
 
OHFA conFnues to explore the challenges regarding in-person or virtual fairs and will provide 
updates as soon as we are able. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

OurStoriesOurVoices 
Submission Deadline 
December 3, 2021 
 
Young Citizens 2022 
Submission Deadline 
June 2022 
 
Kayak Illustrated Story 
Contest Deadline 
June 2022 
 
Ontario Provincial 
Heritage Fair 
June 2022 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

“There's power in allowing yourself to 
be known and heard, in owning your 
unique story, in using your authentic 
voice.”  

Michelle Obama 
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RESOURCES	FOR	THE	CLASSROOM 
FEATURED FOR NOVEMBER:  

 

   OurStoriesOurVoices  
Deadline: December 3, 2021 

For: Students 9 to 18 

The #OurStoriesOurVoices national contest invites you to select a person, place, event, 
or object in your community that other Canadians should know about. Then, share your 
research and analysis in a creative format of your choosing. 
 
Notes:  
• Community can also be a cultural community.  
• Research already completed can be an excellent starting point for this project.  

 

How to Par4cipate 
1. Select any person, place, event, or object that is important to your community’s 

past. 

2. Come up with reasons why your topic is historically significant to Canada and 
support your work with primary and secondary sources. 

3. Create a video (60 seconds maximum), essay/short story (500-600 words), photo 
essay (at least 5 images with capQons), illustraQon, poem, song, radio broadcast 
(5-8 minutes), or any other project you wish on that topic. 

This is an excellent opportunity to showcase your community while introducing your 
students to research using primary and secondary sources and to go beyond the facts to 
discover the historical significance of their research. Students can use their individual 
interests and creaQve talents in language, art, music, technology to tell their stories. 
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Lesson Plans, ideas for topics and creaQve presentaQons are found at Canada’s History 
website at hVps://www.canadashistory.ca/youth/ourstoriesourvoices .  

Individual students with excellent products should be encouraged to share their stories 
by entering the OurStoriesOurVoices naQonal contest by December 3, 2021. InformaQon 
about rules and submission is available on the website.  

Teachers can bring #OurStoriesOurVoices into their classrooms ahead of the national contest 
to bolster students’ abilities to establish historical significance and use primary source 
evidence. 

Sign up is available right on the website to receive a FREE digital pre-contest educators’ 
package that will provide access to promotional materials, classroom resources, and details 
about the #OurStoriesOurVoices contest. Teachers who register will also be mailed a free 
poster to display in their classroom (while supplies last). 

HERE’S A SNEAK PEEK OF WHAT YOU’LL FIND: 

• 3-Poster collection that prompts classroom discussion — What does “community” 
mean to me? How do I know if a person, place, thing, or event is historically significant 
to my community? How do I know if a piece of historical evidence is reliable? 

• Special Lesson I: Historical Significance — Designing a Commemorative Coin: Historical 
Significance in Canadian History 

• Special Lesson II: Primary Source Evidence — Seeking Sources: Creating a Primary 
Source Database 

• Student Guide — Tips for students to apply their knowledge of historical significance 
and primary source evidence as they choose a topic and plan their creative responses 

 

“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you 
must keep moving.”                   

Albert Einstein 

Ontario Heritage Fairs Association                                                    help@ohfa.ca                                                                               
  


