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In this section you will find a number of tools to help you assess student work
and to help you choose the project(s) that will continue to the Regional Historica
Fair.

Guidelines for Creating Projects
These guidelines must be kept in mind when creating projects / presentations.  If a
project is chosen to go to the Regional Fair these criteria will need to be met. 
(Example: maximum size of 3-D projects)

School Showcase: Project Review Form
This is the rubric to be used by the “Reviewers” who will decide what project(s) are to
go to the Regional Historica Fair.

School Showcase: Student Self Assessment Form
This rubric contains the same criteria as the “Project Review Form” but it is written in
student friendly language.

Two Stars and a Wish - Peer Assessment
This is a peer assessment too.  It can be used in the classroom during the creation of
the projects or at the School Showcase.

Guide for Project Reviewers - Selecting Projects for the Regional Historica Fair
You may choose to have “Project Reviewers” who are parents or members of your
community.  This Guide will hellp anyone who is reviewing projects at the School
Showcase.



GUIDELINES FOR CREATING PROJECTS

 All projects must have a Canadian theme.

 An individual, a group or a whole class may complete a project.

 Projects may be done in either official language, English or French.

 Students must be able to provide written research undertaken to develop the
project.

 Projects may take any of the following forms:

 3 Dimensional Projects and Displays
These projects could include models, posters, maps, collections and
original artistic displays.  Any project proceeding to the Regional Fair
must not be larger then 80 cm depth, 150 cm width, 100 cm height.

 Performances
These projects could include music, drama or dance.  (These should be
presented live during the School Showcase and, if selected for the

 Regional Fair, will be performed live at the Regional Fair.)

 Creative Writing
These projects could include short stories or poetry.

 Multimedia Displays
These projects could include electronic projects such as Powerpoint
presentations or web pages save on CD or videotape.

 A selected person or group of people must review the projects at the School
Showcases using the School Showcase: Project Review Form.  This is to ensure
that all projects are reviewed using the same criteria.



YORK REGION HISTORICA FAIR
SCHOOL SHOWCASE: PROJECT REVIEW FORM

PROJECT INFORMATION
   

  Individual Project   Small Group Project   Class Project

Student Name(s):                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Project Title:                                                                                                                                      Grade Level:   3   4   5   6   7   8

Format of Project:        Display              Performance              Multimedia              Other                                                                          

REVIEW CRITERIA (RUBRIC)

Is a Canadian theme evident in this project?  yes                           no

Criteria Level 4
Exemplary

Level 3
Acceptable

Level 2
Developing

Level 1
Emerging

Research / Historical
Accuracy

Types of sources:
- Print sources
- Primary sources
 (I.e. interviews)
- Internet
- Video / audio

Bibliography
More than 3 relevant
sources cited and a
variety of types of
sources accessed.

The project consistently
portrays Canadian
content, themes and/or
ideas accurately and
clearly.

Bibliography
Three relevant sources
cited and two or more
types of sources
accessed.

The project often
portrays Canadian
content, themes and/or
ideas accurately and
clearly.  There are only a
few inaccuracies.

Bibliography
Two relevant sources
cited - both different
types.

The project sometimes
portrays Canadian
content, themes and/or
ideas clearly.  There are
a number of
inaccuracies.

Bibliography
One relevant source
cited, OR only one typ of
source used.

The project portrays little
Canadian content.  There
are many inaccuracies.

Understanding

Sample questions:
What interested you?
What amazed you?
What do you want to
learn more about?

The student has a
complete and detailed
understanding of the
information relevant to
the topic.

The student has a
reasonable
understanding of the
information relevant to
the topic but some
details are missing.

The student has an
incomplete
understanding of the
topic and/or
misconceptions about
some of the information. 
However, the student
has a basic
understanding of the
topic.

The student has
attempted to understand
the topic but several
misconceptions interfere
with this understanding.

Organization and
Communication

Student’s “voice”
Is the student using
his/her own word?

The project is organized
in a way that thoroughly
and effectively
communicates the main
idea or theme, and
provides support that
contains rich, vivid and
powerful detail.

The student’s “voice” is
always evident in the
project.

The project is organized
in a way that clearly
communicates the main
ideas or theme and
provides suitable support
and details.

The student’s “voice” is
frequently evident in the
project.

The project is organized
in a way that
communicates some
relevant information with
some detail.

The student’s “voice” is
sometimes evident in the
project.

The project is organized
in a way that
communicates
information as isolated
pieces in a random
fashion.

The student’s “voice” is
rarely evident in the
project.

Originality / Creativity The student uses
presentation skills /
techniques in a highly
creative and unique
manner.

The student uses several
effective and unique
presentation skills /
techniques with some
creativity.

The student uses a few
effective presentation
skills / techniques with
some creativity.  It is
interesting but not
unique.

The student has
attempted to be original
and / or creative with
limited success.

Overall Impression The project and its
presentation are
consistently engaging
and inspiring.  They leave
a strong and lasting
impression.

The project and its
presentation are often
engaging and inspiring. 
They leave a strong
impression.

The project and its
presentation are
sometimes engaging and
inspiring.

The project and its
presentation show an
attempt to be interesting
to the audience.



Project Reviewer:                                               

COMMENTS (What did the student do well?  What can he/she improve for next time?)

Research / Historical Accuracy

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                            

Understanding

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                            

Organization and Communication

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                            

Originality / Creativity

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                            

Overall Impression

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                            



TWO STARS AND A WISH
Peer Assessment

The following are some presentation ideas for teachers to discuss with their students
as they introduce them to the concept of TWO STARS AND A WISH.

TWO STARS: As you review the project or presentation, think about what the students
who worked on the project or presentation have done well.  They have worked hard,
and they want to know what you liked about their work.  Your are going to give them
two positive comments (two stars) about their work.  It helps when you are as specific
as possible.  Telling someone that you liked their project might make them feel good at
first, but it does not really help them understand what you think they did well.  Tell them
why you liked it.

Examples:
You might tell the students that you liked the way they organized their work, with
photographs and sub-headings.

You could tell them that you liked the way they acted out the trial of Louis Riel because
everyone could be heard.

ONE WISH: Sometimes when we look at someone else’s work, we wish that they might
have done something a little bit differently.  If they had just done this, then it would be
perfect.  Your are trying to be positive and to give them some constructive feedback,
something that they can use to improve their work.  Think about how you would like to
receive feedback to help you improve.

Examples:
You might wish that they had used all one colour in the title of their work, because
when each letter is a different colour, it’s hard to focus on the word.

You might wish that they had spent a little more time making their costumes more
authentic because then it would be easier to get into the ‘feel’ of the drama.



TWO STARS AND A WISH
Peer Assessment

The Number of the Project:                                                                                                

The Name of the Project:                                                                                                   

The students who are involved are:

                                                                                                                                           

STAR 1:

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                            

STAR 2:

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                            

YOUR WISH:

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                            

Your name:                                                                                                                        

Your grade:                             Your school:                                                                       



YORK REGION HISTORICA FAIR
SCHOOL SHOWCASE: STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT FORM

Project Title:                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Student Name(s):                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Format of Project:        Display              Performance              Multimedia              Other                                                                          

REVIEW CRITERIA (RUBRIC)

Criteria Level 4
Exemplary

Level 3
Acceptable

Level 2
Developing

Level 1
Emerging

Research / Historical
Accuracy

Types of sources:
- Print sources
- Primary sources
 (I.e. interviews)
- Internet
- Video / audio

You have used more
than three sources to
help you find information. 
All these sources relate
to your project.  You
have used a variety of
sources.

Everything about your
project is related to
Canada, and all
information is accurate. 
You have done your
research well.

You have used three
sources to help you find
information.  All these
sources relate to your
project.  You have used
at least two types of
sources.

Your project is related to
Canada, and most of the
information is accurate. 
You have done most of
your research well.

You have used two
sources to help you find
information.  These
sources relate to your
project.  Both the
sources are different
types.

Some parts of your
project are related to
Canada, and some of
the information is correct. 
You should spend more
time on your research.

You have used one
source to help you find
information.  This source
relates to your project.
OR You have used more
than one source but they
are all the same type.

Very little of your project
is related to Canada. 
Your should spend time
on research.

Understanding

Sample questions:
What interested you?
What amazed you?
What do you want to
learn more about?

You are able to talk
about your project /
presentation in a way
that shows that you
really understand it.  No
question can stump you.

You are able to talk
about your project /
presentation in a way
that shows that you
understand most of it. 
Only one or two
questions stump you.

You are able to talk
about your project /
presentation in a way
that shows that you
understand some parts
of it.  Several questions
stump you.

You have trouble talking
about your project /
presentation in a way
that shows that you
understand it.  You are
able to answer only a few
questions.

Organization and
Communication

You have organized
your presentation /
project thoroughly.

You have included lots
of detail, which make it
interesting

You have used all your
own words.

You have organized
most parts of your
presentation / project
well.

You have included
details, which make it
interesting.

You have used your
own words most of the
time.

You have organized
some parts of your
presentation / project.

You need more details
to make it interesting.

You have used your
own words some of the
time.

You had difficulty
organizing your
presentation / project. 
Your information is
scattered about.

You have used few of
your own words.

Originality / Creativity You have been very
creative about your
work.  It stands out
because no one else has
done anything quite like
it.

You have been creative
about your work.  It
stands out because few
others people have done
anything like it.

You have tried to be
creative about your
work.  Parts of your
project / presentation are
interesting, but it does
not really stand out as
being different.

You have tried to be
creative about your
work.

Overall Impression You have put much
thought and effort into
this.  People will
remember it for a long
time.

You have put thought
and effort into this work. 
People will remember it.

Parts of your project /
presentation show that
you have put thought
and effort into it.

You have started to put
thought and effort into
this work, but it really is
just a beginning.



Guide for Project Reviewers

Why a Project Review instead of “Judging”?
The York Region Historica Fair would like School Showcases to be celebratory events. 
The emphasis should not be on competition and “winning”.  All projects have something
to offer, and tell their own story.

What is a Rubric?
A rubric is a measurement tool that helps to determine how well a student has
completed a task (according to a set criteria).
There are 4 levels to the rubric for the School Showcase.

Level 4 is exemplary.
Provincially it means that a student has exceeded the provincial standard.
Level 3 is acceptable.
Provincially it means that a student has met the provincial standard.
Level 2 is developing.
Provincially it means that a student is approaching the provincial standard.
Level 1 is emerging
Provincially it means that a student has attempted to meet the provincial standard.

How to use the Project Review Form
1. Read through the Rubric and become familiar with the criteria and the

statements that distinguish the different levels of achievement.
2. Complete, in full, the Project Information Section.
3. Ensure that your name is on the top of the form.
4. For each criteria in the rubric, circle or initial the statement that best describes

the project (this will fall under one of the levels).
5. As you look at the project in light of each criterion, written comments can be

made on the back of the Review Form.

Process for Reviewing the Projects
1. The teacher organizing the School Showcase must decide who will review the

student projects at the School Showcase.  The number and type of Reviewers
will depend on the complexity of the model.  A School Showcase taking place in
the classroom may only have the teacher and students as Reviewers (or the
principal).  A large School Showcase held in the gymnasium might have 5
Reviewers - perhaps a principal, someone from parent council, community /
business leader, teacher, etc.

2. Decide how many projects each Reviewer will need to look at (in order for all
projects to reviewed at least once.

3. After all projects are reviewed, the Reviewers meet to discuss the projects in
order to make a selection of projects that will represent the school at the
Regional Fair.



How to Select Projects for the Regional Fair
This process should be collaborative between all Project Reviewers (if more than just
the classroom teacher).

When deciding which projects will represent your school at the Regional Fair, consider
the following:

 The rubric and comments made by each Reviewer.  Projects should be a
level 4 or high level 3.

 The student(s) who did the project:
a) Would they be good ambassadors for the school?

b) If more than one student completed the project, which student
     would best represent the school and the project at the Regional

    Fair?  (Exception: if it is a performance all performers will go to
     the Regional Fair).

 The work has been done by the student(s).

 Students can provide an oral summary of their project.

 Projects avoid profanity, racial / sexist remarks, innuendo, stereotypes
and potentially offensive material.

 Any person or organization clearly identifiable in a presentation must
have given permission to the presenter.

 Students must be able to provide written research that was undertaken
to develop the project.


