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Heritage Fairs 

Background 

The heritage fair program began in 1993, when the CRB Foundation launched a pilot 

project in Winnipeg designed to celebrate history and to foster a deeper understanding of 

our country’s past. 

The fairs were a huge success, not only with students, but also with teachers, families and 

the general public. Heritage fairs took off and were quickly adopted in all of Canada’s 

provinces and territories. Since the program’s creation, more than one million students 

have participated in heritage fairs in communities all across Canada. 

The fairs appeal to all kinds of learners, as students are able to choose their topic and 

have control over their learning, conduct their own hands-on research, and present their 

findings in a creative and public format. 

After more than two decades, the spirit of the heritage fair program remains a celebration 

of history, community, learning, and fun. Projects now often incorporate technology and 

new media as the fairs evolve to incorporate the skills and interest of 21
st
 century 

learners. As part of this evolution, Canada’s History introduced a complementary video 

program called Young Citizens in 2012. 
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Statistics 

In 2016, approximately 50,000 students between the ages of 10 and 16, in all provinces 

and territories, created a project for the heritage fair program. An additional 100,000 

students participated in the program by visiting one of the 800 fairs across Canada.  

In 2016, 82 communities across Canada also held regional, provincial, or territorial fairs. 

The fair would not possible without the work of 9,000 volunteers who have completed 

more than 40,000 volunteer hours to make this program a success. 

 

What is a Heritage Fair?  

The Heritage Fair program encourages students to explore the history of our country in a 

dynamic and hands-on environment. Students use the medium of their choice to recount 

the stories of the people, events, and key moments from Canadian history and present 

their research in a public exposition at their school.   

 

Regional heritage fairs select the best projects from their local schools and invite them to 

showcase their work at a regional fair over one or two days. The students present their 

research, respond to questions from judges, and discuss and share their project with 

fellow students, parents, teachers, and community members. 

 

Workshops designed for students and visitors are often provided by local museums, 

historical societies or organizations promoting the history and heritage. The entire 

community is invited to celebrate history in these regional exhibitions. 
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When do Heritage Fairs take place?  

Regional heritage fairs typically take place between mid-April and mid-May. Provincial 

and Territorial fairs are organized in certain regions in June or July.  

 

Coordinators who wish to participate in the Young Citizens program (a complementary 

program to Heritage Fairs), should ideally organize their fair at the end of April or the 

beginning of May. The students will then have enough time to complete and submit their 

video before the deadline of June 5, 2017.  

 

 
 

 

 

Why participate in Heritage Fairs 

 The Heritage Fair program supports the curriculum in all provinces and territories 

and promotes a multidisciplinary approach to teaching and learning. 

 

 Heritage Fairs gives students a chance to share ideas and be heard, while allowing 

them to be creative and to develop individual their skills and talents.  

 

 Creating a heritage fair project allows students to develop a number of 

communication skills, including research, interviewing, writing, editing, and 

public speaking.  

 

 The nature of the topics explored by students often leads to valuable 

intergenerational dialogue. The exchanges that occur at at home, at school and in 

the community are numerous. 
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 Participation in Heritage Fairs also contributes to a sense of citizenship. Students 

developing deep roots and relationships in their communities, and gain the 

confidence and skills to become active citizens in the future.  

 

Sponsor Recognition 

Heritage Fairs would not be possible without the help of our generous partners the 

Department of Canadian Heritage, and The Great-West Life, London Life, and Canada 

Life. It is important to acknowledge their support by providing them with visibility and 

recognition during your heritage fair, special events, and ceremonies. 

 

Further, we would ask that you add the logos of these partners on your websites or 

material you may distribute during your fair. The Canada’s History logo, the national 

Heritage Fair logo, and Kayak magazine logo should also be added.  

 

Here are the links to download these logos: 

 

Canada’s History: 

http://www.canadashistory.ca/MediaStorage/Kids/SiteAssets/hi-res/logCH.jpg 

 

Heritage Fairs:  

http://www.canadashistory.ca/MediaStorage/Kids/SiteAssets/hi-res/logFPHFBI.jpg 

 

The Department of Canadian Heritage: 

 

French:  

http://www.histoirecanada.ca/MediaStorage/Site-Image-Assets/French/logCdnHerFr.jpg 

 

English:  
http://www.histoirecanada.ca/MediaStorage/Site-Image-Assets/English/logCdnHer.jpg 

 

The Great-West Life Assurance Company:  

http://www.canadashistory.ca/MediaStorage/Kids/SiteAssets/hi-res/logGWL.jpg 

 

Kayak magazine: 

http://www.canadashistory.ca/MediaStorage/Kids/SiteAssets/hi-res/logKayakY.jpg 

 

If you have trouble downloading the logos, or if you require logo formats with a 

transparent background for print or digital use, please contact our Web Manager, Tanja 

Hütter, at thutter@canadashistory.ca.   

 

 

http://www.canadashistory.ca/MediaStorage/Kids/SiteAssets/hi-res/logCH.jpg
http://www.canadashistory.ca/MediaStorage/Kids/SiteAssets/hi-res/logFPHFBI.jpg
http://www.histoirecanada.ca/MediaStorage/Site-Image-Assets/French/logCdnHerFr.jpg
http://www.histoirecanada.ca/MediaStorage/Site-Image-Assets/English/logCdnHer.jpg
http://www.canadashistory.ca/MediaStorage/Kids/SiteAssets/hi-res/logGWL.jpg
http://www.canadashistory.ca/MediaStorage/Kids/SiteAssets/hi-res/logKayakY.jpg
mailto:thutter@canadashistory.ca
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Resources sent to regional Heritage Fair coordinators 

Resources sent for the 2016-2017 heritage fairs will be confirmed shortly after the start of 

the new school year in an email to the regional coordinators.  

 

Each regional heritage fair will receive a medal and certificate to award to a student.  A 

subscription to Kayak or Les Débrouillards is also offered as a prize. Copies of Kayak 

and information about related programs and contests are also distributed for students 

participating in heritage fairs.  

 

Each regional, provincial and territorial coordinator must complete an online form to 

request these materials and confirm the quantities they wish to be shipped to their region. 

This must be completed before February 13, 2017.  

 

IMPORTANT – If you coordinate more than one fair, you must complete the form 

for each fair.  Here are the links to complete the online form: 

  

English : 

CanadasHistory.ca/Kids/Heritage/Register 

  

French: 

HistoireCanada.ca/Kids/Heritage/Register 

 

  

Online Resources 

Additional certificates can also be found online at CanadasHistory.ca and printed and 

distributed as needed. These include: 

 

 Certificate for the Canada’s History medal 

 Certificate of participation  

 Certificate for volunteers and sponsors  

 

You can download these certificates from the following link:  

 

 CanadasHistory.ca/Education/Heritage-Fairs/Coordinator-Resources 

 

Final Report 

Provincial coordinators are responsible for gathering information and statistics for each 

fair in their region and submitting a final report to Canada’s History.   

 

http://www.canadashistory.ca/Kids/Heritage/Register
http://www.histoirecanada.ca/Kids/Heritage/Register
http://www.canadashistory.ca/Education/Heritage-Fairs/Coordinator-Resources
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It is mandatory that coordinators complete this report. The information provided allows 

us to present clear results to our partners, the Department of Canadian Heritage and 

Great-West Life, London Life, and Canada Life.  

 

Coordinators may complete the report at any time, but no later than June 30, 2017.  

 

Here is a link to complete the final report online: 

CanadaHhistory.ca/Education/Heritage-Fairs/Final-Report 

 

National Website  

CanadasHistory.ca/Kids was created to serve as a central place to share information about 

all the youth programs offered by Canada’s History.  

 

You will find important information about Heritage Fairs and Young Citizens, exclusive 

content related to Kayak and news about several contests offered by Canada’s History.  

 

We ask that you include a link to CanadasHistory.ca/Kids on your regional or provincial 

Heritage Fairs websites. 

 

 

  

http://www.canadashistory.ca/Education/Heritage-Fairs/Final-Report
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Young Citizens 

The Young Citizens program is a complementary program to heritage fairs. Each student 

is tasked with creating a short video report on the topic they explored for their heritage 

fair project.  The student videos are posted online at YoungCitizens.ca / 

JeunesCitoyens.ca, where they are encouraged to share them with family, friends, and 

community members.  

The best videos will be selected by popular vote across the country and a a review by a 

panel of judges. Ultimately, the winners will win a trip to Ottawa to present their film and 

participate at the Canada’s History Youth Forum. 

 
 

 
In 2016, 200 student videos were posted online.  

 

The videos were viewed more than 40,000 times. The national vote was a great success 

with more than 40,500 votes cast and the videos received more than 5000 comments.  
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Every year, young citizens give interviews to dozens of regional and national media. The 

program has received national coverage by CBC and CTV (links below). 

 

CBC:  http://www.cbc.ca/player/News/TV+Shows/The+National/ID/2252193338/ 

CTV : http://www.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=385612 

 

 

When does the Young Citizens program take place?  

Regional heritage fairs should ideally take place in April or early May 2017. During these 

fairs, coordinators and judges will identify the best candidates from the region to 

participate in Young Citizens. 

Once chosen, students will have until June 6, 2017 to complete and send their video to 

Canada’s History. On June 12, 2017, a national vote will open and classes and schools 

will be able to cast their vote in support before the end of the school year. From July 1 to 

7, 2017, the online vote will be promoted during the new Canada History Week. Voting 

will close on July 7, 2017 at midnight. 

The popular vote will determione 50% (13) of the students selected to participate on the 

Canada’s History Youth Forum in Ottawa. A jury will then evaluate the videos to 

determine the remaining 13 winning students. The winners will receive a trip to Ottawa 

in the fall of 2017. Please note that particular attention will be paid to include French-

language and First Nations participants.  

   

 

How to select a Young Citizens participant 

The provincial or territorial coordinator will be responsible for distributing their allocated 

Young Citizens spaces to the various heritage fairs in their province or territory. The 

selection of candidates will be done at the regional heritage fairs, which should ideally 

take place in early May. 

http://www.cbc.ca/player/News/TV+Shows/The+National/ID/2252193338/
http://www.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=385612


 11 

Students selected for the Young Citizens Program must: 

1. be between the ages of 10 to 16 in July 2017. 

2. have prepared a project about a topic in Canadian history for their heritage fair 

3. submit a unique and polished video worthy of national online distribution  

4. have the qualities of a good ambassador for their town, city or region 

5. be enthusiastic and passionate about their research and want to share their work with 

an audience. 

6.  have the ability to overcome shyness or embarrassment in front of an audience and the 

camera to communicate ideas.  

7. be able to express themselves well in their mother tongue. We strongly encourage 

students to do their project in one or both official languages. Projects in other languages 

are welcome if they have subtitles in English or French. 

8. have parental permission before joining the program and be mature enough to travel to 

Ottawa accompanied by a chaperone selected by Canada’s History Society, should they 

be selected as one of the twenty-six finalists in the program. 

 

IMPORTANT – team projects are not eligible. The video must have been made by 

one student and present a single vision. 

Regional Distribution of Young Citizens for 2015-2016 

Canada’s History would like to produce 200 student videos for 2015-2016.  

 

The following breakdown has been created based on regional population and heritage fair 

participation: 

 

Province / Territory Minimum Participation 

Alberta 16 

British Columbia 24 

Prince Edward Island 12 

Manitoba 16 

New Brunswick  14 

Nova Scotia 14 

Nunavut 8 

Ontario 30 

Québec 20 
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Saskatchewan 16 

Newfoundland and Labrador 14 

Northwest Territories  8 

Yukon 8 

 

IMPORTANT – When selecting participants, Canada’s History encourages coordinators 

to consider candidates from minority groups such as French-speaking students outside of 

Quebec, English-speaking students inside Quebec, and Aboriginal or other cultural 

groups.   

 

 

Financial Aid 

Canada’s History will distribute funding to the regional or provincial heritage fair 

committees that commit to participating in the Young Citizens program. Fair coordinators 

will receive a minimum of $275 per student to help support the production of their video.  

 

It is the coordinator’s decision on how the money will most benefit the student and the 

Heritage Fair / Young Citizens program in their region. Some suggestions include:  

 

 The purchase of video or computer equipment. 

 An honorarium for someone to help guide and assist the students through the 
different stages of video creation. 

 Organizing special events and workshops. 

 Put towards the cost of copyrighted material (images / audio) for video. 

 The creation of promotional material 

 Advertising  
 

 

Coordinators wishing to receive this financial support must sign an agreement with 

Canada’s History before February 15, 2017.  

 

What is the role of the heritage fair coordinator for the Young Citizens 

program?  

Each coordinator should carefully read the letter addressed to them that is sent with the 

heritage fair materials. It is important to emphasize that the coordinator’s role should be 

to encourage and provide assistance to the students, while allowing the students to remain 

creative and independent.  

 

Coordinators are also responsible for ensuring that all the necessary forms and surveys 

are completed and submitted to Canada’s History in a timely fashion. In this regard, we 
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suggest a brief meeting with the parents to explain the program and distribute / collect all 

the paperwork. 

 

Here is an overview of the main responsibilities of the coordinator: 

 

 Ensure that students selected by the judges meet the program requirements. 

 Ensure that each participant receives the student package prepared by Canada’s 

History (this contains important information and the required forms) 

 Ensure that each participant completes and returns the Student Registration Form 

 Ensure that the parents sign and return the Student Permission and Media Release 
Form 

 Ensure that each participant completes their online profile and submits a photo for 
the website: http://www.canadashistory.ca/ycprofile 

 Ensure that the Young Citizen has a teacher supervisor or mentor to assist with 

the project 

 Ensure that any additional people who appear in the video (interviewees, actors, 
etc) sign and return the Interview Release Form 

 Encourage participants to provide feedback to their fellow Young Citizens 

 Ensure that participants complete any follow-up surveys or feedback requests by 

Canada’s History or the Department of Canadian Heritage 
  

 

Creating the video 

Canada’s History has created a document called Participant Guidelines which provides 

information and advice about all the stages of video creation. We also recommend that 

participants watch a few of the videos from previous years to get a sense of what’s 

required. Some of the main guidelines include: 

 

 Videos must be between 3 and 4 minutes long. Videos that don’t meet this time 
requirement will be penalized.  

 

 Students must cite their sources and respect copyright rules.  
 

 Videos should be submitted to Canada’s History via the free, file-transfer program 
called Dropbox. 

 

 All videos must be received by Canada’s History before June 5, 2017.  

 

 

Ideas and Inspiration for 2016-2017 

http://www.canadashistory.ca/ycprofile
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There is no set theme for Young Citizens this year, but students may wish to explore a 

topic related to a number of special anniversaries coming up: 

 

 150
th

 anniversary of confederation 

 100
th

 anniversary of the battles of Vimy Ridge and Passchendaele 

 125
th

 anniversary of the Stanley Cup and the 100
th

 Anniversary of the 

National Hockey League (NHL) 

 75
th

 Anniversary of the Dieppe Raid 

 375
th

 Anniversary of the city of Montréal 

 50th Anniversary of Expo ‘67 

 

 

The winners 

A combination of online votes and points awarded by the judging panel will determine 

the 26 Young Citizens that will travel to Ottawa to attend the Canada’s History Youth 

Forum in fall 2017. 



 15 

Calendar 2015-2016 

 

 
November 26-29, 2016 Canada’s History Youth Forum in Ottawa 

 

November 27-28, 2016  National conference with all provincial and territorial 

Heritage Fair coordinators.  

 

Fall 2016 Promotion of Heritage Fairs and Young Citizens in schools 

and education conferences. 

 

Website and all documents relating to Young Citizens are 

updated 

 

February 2017 Second national conference call with all provincial 

Heritage Fair coordinators 

 

February 13, 2017 Deadline to sign contract for participation in Young 

Citizens program 

 

February 15, 2017 Deadline to complete online form to request Heritage Fair 

material (medals, certificates, magazines, etc).  

 

April / mid-May, 2017  Heritage Fairs take place across Canada 

 

June 1, 2017 Deadline to participate Kayak Kids' Illustrated History 

Challenge 

 

June 5, 2017 Deadline to submit Young Citizen videos to Canada’s 

History  

 

June 12, 2017  Online vote opens for Young Citizens 

 

June 30, 2017 Deadline to complete final report for 2016-2017 Heritage 

Fairs and Young Citizens programs  

 

July 1, 2017  Canada History Week 

 

July 7, 2017  Online vote for Young Citizens closes 

 

August, 2017  Young Citizens recipients are announced  

 


