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Strategic	Highlights	
 

The Ontario Heritage Fairs Association (OHFA) is a non-profit charitable 
organization incorporated in 2007.  Members include Ontario Regional Heritage 
Fair committees, Ontario heritage partners and individuals with similar interests 
and priorities.  The Association has an elected volunteer Board of Directors that 
manages the Ontario Heritage Fair program, represents Ontario Heritage Fairs at 
the national level and seeks partnerships, donors and sponsors that will enhance 
the programs of the Association.  

	

Guiding	Principles		
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

MISSION  

To promote public 
awareness and 

understanding of Canadian 
and Ontario history and 

heritage by facilitating and 
supporting the Youth 

Heritage Fairs program and 
other related initiatives. 

 

VISION  

To engage all youth: 
anglophone, francophone 

and Indigenous, in learning 
activities that will help them 
to develop critical thinking 
while motivating them to  

explore their family history, 
make connections within 

their community, discover 
the history of their province 
and their country, and have 
the confidence to become 
active citizens who shape 

the future of Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

CORE VALUES 

Accessibility  
Diversity 
Flexibility 
Respect 

Creativity 
Collaboration 
Participation 

Growth 
Innovation 

Positive Citizenship 

  TARGET AUDIENCE 

    Students aged 9 – 15               Teachers    School Boards  
Community Members   Partners and Sponsors        Historical Societies/Groups 

           Volunteers                             Educational Institutions                    Museums   
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Regional	Fairs	2020	
 

Regional Fairs across Ontario were cancelled due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Before the cancellation 14 Regional Fairs were scheduled for April and May 2020.

 

 

Regional Fairs are fully responsible organizing and funding their Regional Fairs. Dedicated 
volunteer committees spend many hours planning their fairs and finding fair day volunteers and 
sponsors. Each fair is responsible for keeping appropriate records of their revenues and 
expenditures. The average cost of holding a Regional Fair is approximately $7,000 (including in-
kind donations).   

 

	

	
 

DSB Niagara

Durham

Grand Erie

Grey Roots

Kingston

Niagara Catholic

North Bay

Ottawa

Perth

Rainbow DSB

Simcoe County

Thames Valley

Toronto DSB

York DSB

STUDENTS 
 

Over 20,000 students from  
over 24 Ontario Boards 
participate in Regional 

Fairs each year. 

 

LOCAL SPONSORS AND 
PARTNERS  

Universities, museums, 
historical groups, service 
clubs, businesses, school 
boards, municipalities, 

crown corporations.  

VOLUNTEERS 

Over 2,000 volunteers 
make the Ontario Fairs 

happen each year. 
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Provincial	Fairs	2020	

	
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The  OHFA Board is grateful to the  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year, OHFA celebrates exceptional projects from each of the Regional Fairs at either a 
central two day fair in Toronto or three one day Regional Fair Celebrations held in three 
regional locations. In 2020 the second alternative was planned for June 6, 2020. Unfortunately 
these events had to be cancelled due to COVID-19. Central and South Western Regional Fairs 
were scheduled for Toronto with a showcase of chosen projects at OISE followed by visits to 
ROM and the Bata Shoe Museum.  A showcase and interactive heritage activities to be hosted 
by the Sturgeon Falls Museum were planned for Northern Regional Fairs.  Eastern Ontario Fairs 
were to meet in Kingston for a showcase in Kingston’s historic City Hall followed by visits to 
Fort Henry and the Military Museum of Communication and Technology.   

The OHFA Board wishes to thank the Ontario 
Power Generation, Canada’s History, the History 

and Geography Consultants’ Association plus 
individual on-line donors who regularly provide 

funds for the Provincial Fairs. Funds provided for 
the 2020 celebrations will be held in trust for 

2021.  
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Remote	Learning	–	Special	Activities	2020	
 

Canada’s History offered several remote learning opportunities for our students 
after schools closed mid-March. 

      
  

 

 
Leo Major The Forgotten Hero 
 
Leo Major is the only Canadian to win a medal in two 
wars, but he isn’t well known. 
 
Gilvan G 
AILSA CRAIG, ONTARIO – Thames Valley R. F.  

 

The DeCew Falls Generating Station, AC DC Current and The 
Five Men Named John - “An Electric Story” 

What would you do without electricity? The 
hydroelectric power station is considered one of the most 
important inventions, revolutionizing the world.  
 
Tannin D 
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ONTARIO – Niagara Catholic R. F.  

Young Citizen videos 2020 have been viewed over 3,800 times and have received over 2,800 votes.  
CanadasHistory.ca/Youth.  Ontario has two Young Citizens in 2020 – Gilvan and Tannin.  
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Special	Recognition		
Two of our 2019 Ontario Young Citizens were among six Young Citizens from across 

Canada recognized at Canada’s History Awards Gala at the Museum of History on 
January 20, 2020. Congratulations to Caitlin from the Ottawa Regional Fair and 
Jonathan from the Thames Valley Regional Fair shown here with Janet Walker, 

CEO of Canada’s History and Michael Rae, Chair of the Board. 

 

Canada’s	History	Kayak	Illustrated	Stories		
 

 

 

OHFA’s	Our	Shared	Stories		
 

	
 

Each year students across the country write 
and illustrate historical fiction stories to 
submit to the Kayak Illustrated History 
Contest.  The best stories each year are 
posted on Canada’s History website at 
http://kids.canadashistory.ca/Kids/Contests
/Kayak-Illustrated-History-Challenge/Past-
Winners-and-Finalists 

OHFA encourages Ontario students to post their 
heritage projects on the Our Shared Stories 
website: https://oursharedstories.ca/ . A funding 
request has been submitted to expand the 
capabilities of the website to allow students to 
share their stories in a variety of media and 
participate in interactive online workshops.  If the 
application is successful Ontario will be able to 
hold its own Provincial Virtual Heritage Fair in 
2021.  
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Ontario	Heritage	Fair	Association	Reports	
 

President’s	Message	
 

The 2019-2020 school year began like many others, with OHFA preparing for the spring 
Regional Fairs and a plan to hold a Provincial Fair, in three areas across the province. January 
2020 brought exciting news that our two directors, Carol White and Wayne Hugli, had won 
prestigious Lieutenant Governor awards and the ceremonies, and partying, took place in 
February 2020.  

 

 

By March we had entered into a different way of life. COVID19 shut down everything: schools, 
work, restaurants and OHFA Regional Fairs. We hoped and planned for a postponement, but as 
the weeks passed, it became clear that Regional Fairs and the Provincial Fair would have to take 
place in 2021. This extraordinary year has made us all reflect on the fragility of life, and on the 
importance of family, friends, and community. The past 6 months have been transformative, 
but OHFA continues to communicate and plan for the future.  

We are currently working towards the creation and launch of an Ontario Virtual Fair. On a 
National level, Virtual Fairs took place this spring, and were quite successful, with students from 
Ontario contributing. We are hopeful that the coming year will bring continued opportunities 
for us to share Ontario Regional projects, virtually, or in-person. We are fortunate and grateful 
to have the continued support from our sponsors. Thank you! And we are thankful that we 
created the oursharedstories.ca website where students across the province can post videos 
about their cultural heritage, personal, and community history. We welcome everyone to 
continue to post their submissions there. And we look forward to once again meeting together 
and sharing and planning for our future. Thank you and be well. 

 
Dr. Rose Fine-Meyer 
President, Ontario Heritage Fairs Association 
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Communication	Report	
 

This has been an uncertain year for the Heritage Fairs program in Ontario due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Following our Annual General Meeting in October, Regional Fair sites provide 
updated plans for their event in the spring.  The dates, times and locations were posted on our 
website calendar (https://www.ohhfa.ca/Calendar_-_DATES.php) and details were also 
updated on the individual webpages for each of the Regional Fairs in the province 
(https://www.ohhfa.ca/Regional_Fairs.php) .  When the pandemic hit Ontario in the new 
year, sites were encouraged to cancel their events and all of the planned events for 2020 were 
removed from the calendar.  The following message was then posted on each Regional Fair 
webpage: 

DUE TO THE COVID-19 VIRUS CONCERNS 
THERE WILL BE NO REGIONAL HERITAGE FAIRS IN 2020 

Following the decision to hold three Provincial Heritage Celebrations in 2020, instead of a 
Provincial Fair, preliminary details were posted on the website in early 2020.  When those 
events were cancelled, that information was also removed from the site. 

The graph below shows the effects of the pandemic on the use of our website: 

 

Traditionally, website usage subsides in the summer and begins to grow in the fall.  During the 
period from January to April usage increases drastically as teachers, students and parents begin 
searching for details of the upcoming events that will take place in April, May and June.  As 
shown on the graph above, you will note the dramatic drop in usage in April 2020 when the 
province-wide shut-down took effect. 
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When Canada’s History made the decision to move to a offer a VIRTUAL HERITAGE FAIR 
opportunity to students as a way to share their projects, information was forwarded to sites 
and posted on our website at https://www.ohhfa.ca/VIRTUAL_FAIR.php  and  
https://www.ohhfa.ca/FETES_VIRTUELLES.php .  OHFA also offers OUR SHARED STORIES as 
another way of sharing digital projects.  That program can be accessed through our website at 
https://www.ohhfa.ca/OUR_SHARED_STORIES.php . 

At the present time our website is hosted by HOSTPAPA.CA and created using a software called 
SOHOLAUNCH.  This service has served us well since the association was created in 2007, but it 
is time for us to explore other options.  When feasible (considering cost and availability of a 
new volunteer webmaster) OHFA will explore other options that may be available in the near 
future.    

E-mail and the website continue to be our main method of communication.  It will be important 
that all important files saved on our current website are archived on any new website that is 
created.  Since we do not have a central office for storage of our important records, they are 
currently stored in a digital format on the site.  The current software is also used for on-line 
reports and registrations so it will also be important that this feature will be available through 
the new website. 

Wayne Hugli 
Webmaster 
Whugli@ohfa.ca  
 
 

Financial	Report			
 

*The fiscal year of the Ontario Heritage Fairs Association is September 1 – August 31 and the 
official audit will be available for our fall AGM. The audit only covers cash revenue and 
expenditures of the Association and does not cover funds of the Regional Fairs or in-kind 
donations at either level.  

Sourcing on-going financial support continues to be a major priority for the Association. 

OHFA finished the 2018-2019 fiscal year with a bank balance of $10,606.00.    

In the Fall our liability insurance was renewed for 2019-2020 at a cost of $1269.00 through our 
membership with the Ontario Historical Society’s group plan with Jones DeLauriers Insurance 
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Management. Our auditor Bradley Lecour was reimbursed for the OHFA financial audit at a cost 
of $1017.00.   

Our other major expense in the Fall is the Annual General Meeting which is held in October.  
Travel expenses for Board members who attended the meeting were more than $900.00 but a 
large portion of that cost was returned to OHFA as personal donations.  Thanks to free access to 
the Archives of Ontario meeting facilities and in-kind donations for snacks, beverages, etc. there 
were no additional costs incurred for that meeting. 

All other Board meeting were held as conference calls at a cost of approximately $35.00 per 
meeting. 

Major sources of income this current fiscal year were: 

• Canada’s History Grant - $3,400.00 
• HODG Grant from the Province of Ontario - $925.00 
• Ontario Power Generation - $7,000.00 
• Personal Donations - $1,004.00 
• OHFA Memberships – $837.00 
• HST Rebate for 2018-2019 - $1,133.00 

A total of $7,100.00 was forwarded to Regional Fair sites to help subsidize those events that 
had been planned for 2020. 

Although the Provincial Celebrations were cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a small 
amount was spent on SWAG items which will be added to those already in stock for the 
Provincial Heritage Fair in 2021. 

It is anticipated that our year-end balance will be slightly more than $10,000.00.   

Without additional sources of funding or in-kind support in 2020-2021 it will be financially 
difficult to fund a Provincial Fair next year. 

 
Wayne Hugli 
Treasurer 
Whugli@ohfa.ca 
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OHFA’s	Ontario	and	National	Partners	
 

OHFA greatly appreciates the support of our Ontario Partners. The Ontario Awards program 
provided by our partners recognizes excellence in research in many different areas of Canadian 
history and heritage.  In addition, OHFA provides awards to each of our Regional Fairs for 
excellence in Historical Thinking and for Indigenous Research. OHFA also provides two special 
awards recognizing ‘Enthusiasm for Learning about Our History and Heritage’.  These awards 
are greatly appreciated by our Fairs and their participants. 

 

The Ontario Power Generation is a strong partner 
and sponsor of the Ontario Heritage Fairs 
program at both the Regional and Provincial 
levels. All Regional Fairs receiving grants from 
OPG present a prize in their name.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Canada’s History (CH) is our national partner. 
They provide a space on their website to host vital 
fair information (www.heritagefairs.ca); provide 
conference calls enabling provincial and territorial 
coordinators to communicate with each other 
and seek funding for national initiatives such as 
the Young Citizens program and the Kayak 
Illustrated Story.  

 

OGCA/OHHSSCA – The History and Geography 
Consultants are long-time supporters of the fairs 
and provide funds for our annual Provincial Fairs.  

 
 

 

The Archives of Ontario continues to be a long-
time supporter of the Ontario Fairs. Each year it 
provides an award for each Regional Fair to 
recognize outstanding student achievement using 
primary sources in the research of an Ontario 
topic.  The Archives hosted OHFA’s AGM in the 
fall of 2019. 
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The Ontario Genealogical Society annually 
provides an award to each Regional Fair to 
recognize outstanding student achievement in the 
use of genealogical research. OGS makes an effort 
to involve its branches in its local Regional Fairs. 
Many local branches attend their local fair to help 
choose the local recipient and/or to present the 
recipient with their award. Many local branches 
also contribute an award of their own.   

 

 
 
 

OHFA incorporated as a non-profit 
organization in 2007 as an affiliate of the 
Ontario Historical Society. OHFA obtains its 
liability insurance through the group rate 
negotiated by OHS for its affiliates.  
The OHS provides two awards for each Regional 
Fair and provides blue ribbons of excellence to all 
Provincial Fair delegates. 

 

 

The Ontario Human Rights Commission is in its 
fifth year as a partner. An award recognizing 
research of Human Rights issues is presented at 
each Regional Fair. 

 OLA continued its partnership with OHFA for a 
ninth year. It provides an award to each Regional 
Fair promoting the use of library resources in 
student research.  

 The Ontario Women’s History Network is also in 
its ninth year as a partner. OWHN presents an 
award to each Regional Fair recognizing projects 
celebrating the contributions of women to 
Canada’s history and heritage.   

 

 

In 2014, OHFA formed a new partnership with the 
Multicultural History Society of Ontario. The 
Society provides each of our fairs with an award 
for research recognizing the multicultural mosaic 
of Ontario and Canada.  

 
Liz Kerr 
Strategic Partners Chair 
lkerr@ohfa.ca  
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Moving	Forward	–	Priorities	for	2020	-	21		
 

 

 

 

 

                                               
  HUMAN          COMMUNICATIONS        STRATEGIC                  FUND                                                                        
RESOURCES                                             PARTNERSHIPS      DEVELOPMENT 
 

An OHFA Board Sub-Committee worked in the spring of 2020 to update and 
modernize the Strategic Plan. Every effort will be made to achieve the outcomes 
outlined in the plan for 2020 – 2021. 

 

Desired	Outcomes		
  

v Efficient and effective administrative processes will be developed and 
implemented. 

v Educational and inclusive regional heritage fairs for youth will be held 
in all four catchment areas of the OHFA. 

v Students and sharing of well-researched and excellent projects will be 
recognized at the provincial level.  

 
 

v  Information on the OHFA website ohfa.ca, the organization’s primary 
communications tool, will reach and inform its target audience. 

v The OHFA social media platforms – Facebook @ONTARIOFAIRS and 
Twitter @ONFair – will provide important information to its stakeholders. 
The upgraded site for OURSHAREDSTORIES.CA will provide flexibility in 

In identifying the 2020-2023 priorities, the OHFA has taken into 
consideration that COVID-19 has, and will continue to have, a significant 

impact upon education and related activities. The priorities anticipate the 
shift in learning and the changes in the physical environment. 

 



15 OHFA Annual Report 2019/2020 
 

posting student projects and videos using YouTube and Instagram 
platforms. 

v Through effective and timely release of communications material in 
both official languages, the OHFA will increase the visibility of its 
programs and activities in English and French media (print, radio, 
television or social media channels). 

 
 
 

v The OHFA will communicate on a regular basis with current Ontario 
and National partners to coordinate and provide and receive 
feedback for the Ontario Awards Program and Canada History’s 
initiatives, receive input for the OHFA Board on present and potential 
programs and opportunities, and to share important Board 
communications.  

v Through regular representation on National Heritage Fair conference 
calls and meetings, the OHFA will continue to provide a voice for 
Ontario and report back to OHFA Board and stakeholders. 

v The OHFA will actively recognize and foster strategic partner 
relationships.  

 

v OHFA will maintain and validate financial records using acceptable 
Canadian accounting practices. 

v Goals and budgets that are set and adjusted will be established 
to deliver the OHFA program and to seek funding opportunities.  

v The OHFA will Increase its funding sources. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Carol White 
Executive Director  
cwhite@ohfa.ca 

	
 

A top priority for the OHFA Board in 2020-2021 is to expand its oursharedstories.ca 
website to provide Ontario students with the opportunity to participate in an Ontario 
Virtual Heritage Fair if physical fairs again need to be cancelled.  
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OHFA	Board	and	Executive	2019/2020	
 

EXECUTIVE 
Dr. Rose Fine-Meyer, President 

Wayne Hugli, Ontario Coordinator and Treasurer 
Carol White, Ontario Coordinator and Executive Director  

Caroline McBrine – Assistant Executive Director  
Hugh Barnett – Secretary  

Liz Kerr, Past President 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Rosemary Sadlier, Board Member                   Jacinthe Caron, Board Member 
Kellie Keddy, Board Member                 Marthe Poirier, Board Member 
Allan Hux, Board Member   Enza MacEachern, Board Member 
Kerby Waud, Board Member    

PARTNER REPRESENTATIVES  
Archives of Ontario    Alison Little 
Canada’s History     Jean-Philippe Proulx 
Multicultural History Society of Ontario Elizabeth Price 
Ontario Genealogy Society   Coral Harkies 
Ontario Historical Society   Rob Leverty and Daniel Dishaw 
Ontario Human Rights Commission   Ashley Regimbal-Kung 
Ontario Library Association   Melissa Macks 
OWHN Representative    Dianne Dodd   
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The	Ontario	Heritage	Fairs	Association	
Thanks	Its	2019-2020	Sponsors	
 

 
 

 
                                     
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                             
      PERSONAL DONORS 
  

 


